b\
B . The (ommonfuealth of Massachusetts
| i (
W3l I\ |
) L= MASSACHUSETTS SENATE
"nf { hairman
s\ AL / (p Senate CosamiTree on
AL / Bonping, Carivarl Exreniruses
X AND STATE AssETs
14 5 Vieu I‘h..”hil
SENATOR J()H.‘\ [ KEENAN Jotnt Comatrrres on THE JuMICIARY
Novfolk and Plysmosth District Joint Comanrrur on TRANSFORTATION
Jomr Commirrie on Housing
State House, Room 4138

Wars ann Means
FinanciaL Services
Crueoxen, Famiies ano
OV Pexsons wimi DisamLiries

Ecow DEVELOPMENTY AND

NG TECIINOLOGIES

January 12, 2016
NISTRATION
wy OVERSIGIT

The lonorable Sonia Chang-Diaz, Senate Chair
Joint Committec on Education
State House, Room 111

The Honorable Alice 1. Peisch, House Chair
Joint Committee on Education
State Housc, Room 473G

Dear Chairwoman Chang-Diaz and Chairwoman Peisch:

| write today in strong support of House Bill 463, An Act relative to providing screening for dyslexia, sponsored by
Representative Peisch and Senate Bill 312, An Act to address the special education needs of children with
dyslexia, sponsorcd by Scnator L"ltalien, and to respectfully request favorable reports of these bills which are
currently before your Committee.

In combination, these bills would mandate that all students of the Commonwealth be screened by the first semester
of the second grade to identify possible signs of dyslexia or other reading disabilitics. Furthermore, they would
requirc that students who have been diagnosed with these kinds of disabilities receive access to evidence-based,
sequenced, explicit multisensory reading instruction; access (o assistive technology; access to teachers and teaching
assistants who have obtained the dyslexia endorsement pursuant to Scction 38G1/2 of Chapter 71 of the General
Laws; and effective access to grade-level curriculum. Early identification of dyslexia, followed by appropriate
intcrvention and instruction will improve students’ academic performanccs, thus better preparing them for college
education and participation in the workforce.

Thank you for your time, and please feel free to contact my office if you have any questions pertaining to this

legislation.

Sincerely,
\

Sew. John F. Keenan
74




